Methods

Conduct observations of avian and mammal predators for 10 minutes,
before other surveys to minimize disturbance. Include birds (e.g.,
osprey, great blue heron) as well as mammals (e.g., harbor seal, river
otter), and note human activity. Observations can record non-
predators as well (e.g., crows, swallows). Record observations of
species, abundance, distance (from transect or habitat of importance:
<10m, 10-100, >100), habitat, behavior (moving through,
resting/perching, foraging, other), and prey identification if foraging.
Try not to double count animals, note if multiple behaviors observed.
Binoculars can be used as needed for individual species identifications
and behavior patterns, especially when foraging is observed.

Data to record in the field

Site, date, strata, time, time observed, weather, tide height, human
activity, predator data on abundance, distance, habitat, behavior, and
prey ID. Photos can help document predators and verify identifications.

Processing

Enter the field data into computer spreadsheets. Verify any predator
and prey identifications. Calculate abundance and behavior patterns,
and compare with other protocols conducted the same day such as fish
surveys.



http://www.pigeonguillemot.org/uploads/1/1/0/3/110361247/prey_card_2020.pdf
https://www.pugetsoundbirds.org/about-psss
https://www.sealsitters.org/
https://www.shoremonitoring.org/

