
Project Type

Status and 
Trends

Not sure what 
to monitor

Choose protocols 
based on tidal 

elevation

Choose protocols 
based on scale of 

effort

Choose protocols 
based on purpose 

and functions

Have a 
monitoring 

subject in mind

All Protocols

Restoration

Restoration 
type1

Beach 
Nourishment

Beach structure 
Forage fish spawning
Food web prey availability
Fish habitat

Beach profile
Forage fish eggs
Sediment size
Benthic invertebrates

Large Wood

Upper beach habitat
Marine-terrestrial connectivity
Food web prey availability
Bird habitat

Logs and riparian vegetation
Beach wrack
Wrack invertebrates
Birds

Reslope/ 
Revegetation

Marine-terrestrial connectivity
Food web prey availability
Bird habitat
Upper beach habitat

Vegetation
Insects
Logs and riparian vegetation
Beach wrack

Bulkhead 
Removal

Beach structure
Upper and lower beach habitat
Marine-terrestrial connectivity
Fish habitat

Beach profile
Forage fish eggs
Fish
Surface epifauna and algae

Monitoring goals 
defined by scale 

of effort

Monitoring goals 
defined by tidal 

elevation

Target 
Functions2

Recommended 
Protocols3

1 Four common types of restoration/rehabilitation, described in Table 5-2 and Ch. 7 of the Marine Shoreline Design Guidelines.
2 Four main functions or habitats targeted for improvement by the restoration type. Some restoration projects may have 

elements of more than one restoration type.
3 Four protocols to prioritize based on the target functions of the restoration type, also see full protocol listing of purpose and 

functions. Photos points should be prioritized for all monitoring.

Decision Tree: Protocols in the Shoreline Monitoring Toolbox

https://www.shoremonitoring.org/static/images/tidal_elevations.pdf
https://www.shoremonitoring.org/static/images/scale_of_effort.pdf
https://www.shoremonitoring.org/static/images/protocol_purpose.pdf
https://www.shoremonitoring.org/protocols/
https://www.shoremonitoring.org/beach-profile/
https://www.shoremonitoring.org/forage-fish-eggs/
https://www.shoremonitoring.org/sediment-size/
https://www.shoremonitoring.org/benthic-invertebrates/
https://www.shoremonitoring.org/logs/
https://www.shoremonitoring.org/beach-wrack/
https://www.shoremonitoring.org/wrack-invertebrates/
https://www.shoremonitoring.org/birds/
https://www.shoremonitoring.org/vegetation/
https://www.shoremonitoring.org/insects/
https://www.shoremonitoring.org/logs/
https://www.shoremonitoring.org/beach-wrack/
https://www.shoremonitoring.org/beach-profile/
https://www.shoremonitoring.org/forage-fish-eggs/
https://www.shoremonitoring.org/fish/
https://www.shoremonitoring.org/surface-epifauna/
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