Methods

Start by generating a plant species list for the site, noting native and
introduced species. Estimate the percent cover of over (trees) and
understory (e.g., dunegrass, salal) vegetation in increments of 5% at
different areas; this is best done in ~5 x 5 m patches, choose a subset
depending on the size of the site and location of key vegetation
features. Measure the canopy diameter of trees at their widest point
by using a transect tape. Give each vegetation area a health rating
between 1 (dead) and 5 (vigorous growth), noting specific plants/trees
that are characteristic of the rating. At patches of dunegrass establish a
transect parallel to shore along its length, or for 50 m if the patch is
very long. At five random points along the transect measure the width
of the dunegrass patch, and use a 0.25 m?2 quadrat to estimate shoot
density and percent cover in increments of 1%. Sample in a summer
month such as July when vegetation is lush.

Data to record in the field

Date, time, site name, sample numbers, vegetation data. It is advisable
to take a digital photo of the transect and specific vegetation types for
documentation.

Processing

Enter the field data into computer spreadsheets. Monitoring over time
can generate growth parameters for different vegetation types and
detail any changes in over and understory structure. Vegetation data
can be used as causal factors for other data types such as insects and
shorebirds.



https://digital.lib.washington.edu/researchworks/bitstreams/af10c07d-f311-4742-95c7-81a2db34d375/download
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